Minutes for the 2009 IRC Business Meeting

Montreal, Canada


24 July 2009 6:00-10:30 p.m.

Number of Members present: 17 

Officers (3):

President Bob Cahalan, V.P. Werner Schmutz, Sec. B.J. Sohn

Honorary (1):

Terry Nakajima (President, 2004-2008)

Continuing (4):
Mario Blumthaler, Allen Larar, Bernhard Mayer, Bruce McArthur

New (9):

Julian Groebner, Daren Lu, Andreas Macke, Eli Mlawer, Johannes Orphal, 




Peter Pilewskie, Jean-Luc Widlowski, Martin Wild, Marcia Yamasoe

Also present: 

Carol Russell, IRC Administrative Assistant

1.  IAMAS President Guoxiong Wu and Secretary General Hans Volkert were present for the opening of the business meeting, and Dr. Volkert said a few words of welcome.

2.  New Members were introduced. 

3.  Several pages of the new IRC website were shown. The website layout and functionality were described.

4.  Proposal to elect Hua Zhang, China Meteorological Administration (China) and Alexei Rublev, Institute of Molecular Physics at the Russian Research Centre, Kurchatov Institute (Russia) to membership was unanimously approved.  

5.  Concerning the 2010 IRC Business Meeting, the proposition that the meeting be held concurrent with COSPAR in Bremen was discussed, with alternatives of the AMS Joint 13th Conference on Cloud Physics and 13th Conference on Atmospheric Radiation in Portland, Oregon and the 3rd APRS (Asia Pacific Radiation Symposium) in Seoul, Korea also suggested. The three options are:

* COSPAR.  Bremen, Germany. 18-25 July 2010. Abstract Deadline: 19 February 2010.

* AMS 13th Conference on Cloud Physics and 13th Conference on Atmospheric Radiation. Portland, Oregon, USA. 28 June – 2 July 2010. Abstract deadline: 1 March 2010. Manuscript deadline: 21 June 2010.

*  3rd APRS (Asia Pacific Radiation Symposium). Seoul, Korea. 26-28 
August 2010. Abstract Deadline: 30 March 2010.
6.  Proposals for sponsored special sessions at Melbourne 2011 (28 June – 7 July 2011). Proposed sessions are due by 31 August. 

Special sessions sponsored at MOCA09 were: 

* The Impact of Solar Variability on Earth (with ICMA, IAGA & SPARC)

* Solar UV Radiation

* Aerosol-Cloud-Radiation-Precipitation Interactions (with ICCP & ICACGP)

* 3D Radiative Transfer in the Atmosphere

It was suggested to reconvene 3DRT (Marshak, Mayer), and Solar Variability (Schmutz, Langenmatz). Blumthaler and Groebner will propose to reconvene Solar UV radiation.  Conveners of the MOCA09 aerosol-cloud-radiation-precipitation interactions will be invited to reconvene.

7. Financial Report

	
	USD account
	
	
	JPY account
	

	date
	Debits
	Credits
	Balance
	Remark
	Debits
	Credits
	Balance

	10/22/07
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	10,000
	10,000

	10/22/07
	 
	1.00 
	1.00 
	deposit to open
	114
	 
	9,886

	11/22/07
	 
	18,284.81 
	18,285.81 
	receive the IRC money
	 
	 
	9,886

	11/27/07
	281.99 
	 
	18,003.82 
	move 30,000yen to Jap. acct
	 
	30,000
	39,886

	11/27/07
	 
	 
	 
	repay opening deposit
	10,000
	 
	29,886

	2/18/08
	 
	17.39 
	18,021.21 
	interest
	 
	13
	29,899

	7/23/08
	270.00 
	 
	17,751.21 
	move 28,714yen to Jap. acct
	 
	28,714
	58,613

	7/23/08
	 
	 
	 
	gift for IRS2008
	27,699
	 
	30,914

	8/18/08
	 
	21.10 
	17,772.31 
	interest
	24
	 
	30,938

	8/28/08
	759.52 
	 
	17,012.79 
	IRS2008 party
	 
	 
	30,938

	
	
	
	17,012.79 
	current remainder
	
	
	30,938

	
	
	
	(USD)
	
	
	
	(JPY)


	Date
	Debits
	Credits
	Balance
	Remark

	2009. 1. 22
	
	17245.9
	17245.9
	Received from the former IRC Pres.

	2009. 7. 15
	
	10015
	27260.9
	Received from Prof. M. Yamasoe (Remain. of IRS2008)


8.  Two upcoming meetings were noted:

- 20th GRP Meeting

13-16 October 2009

Rostock, Germany

- Jointly, AMS 13th Conference on Cloud Physics and 13th Conference on Atmospheric Radiation

28 June – 2 July 2010, Doubletree Hotel, Portland Lloyd Center

9. IRC-sponsored sessions at MOCA09 were briefly summarized -

M03  The Impact of Solar Variability on Earth

M04  Solar UV Radiation

M13  Aerosol-Cloud-Radiation-Precipitation Interactions

M14  3D Radiative Transfer in the Atmosphere

10.  Marcia Yamasoe summarized participation and proceedings of IRS2008.

11.  IRC President Bob Cahalan reminded members to think about proposals/bids for IRS2012. The general practice is for it to move between the Americas, Europe/Middle East, and Asia. Though bid proposals for IRS are not restricted to IRC members, they should come from the radiation community.
12.  Members discussed the Voting Rules for the Selection of IRC Members -
- The Voting Rules for the Selection of IRC Members were unanimously approved by all members present.

- IRC President Bob Cahalan stressed that feedback is welcome on the Voting Rules which will be posted on the irc-iamas.org website, and can be amended by the membership at any future meeting. 

- Members are elected for 2 consecutive terms, but then after a break of at least one term they can be reelected.

- The date for one term’s end and the next’s beginning depends on the timing of the elections and the consensus of the outgoing and incoming Presidents.

- Even though there is no fixed limit on member numbers, the members understood a need for some relative stability in numbers, balanced by some flexibility. There was interest expressed in broadening the representation to other countries. Members wanted to know what is needed before they make nominations in 2012, and asked the Officers to provide information on IRC needs prior to the nomination process.

-The rationale behind “no negative votes” for nominees is to avoid trust issues with fellow members.

Members represent their communities as well as themselves. If the results of an election produce some issues, then any member can propose a solution. 

Members discussed the Voting Rules for the Selection of IRC Officers – 
- The Voting Rules for the Selection of IRC Officers, as amended that “in the case where the President cannot fulfill his or her duties, then the Vice President will become the Acting President and in turn appoint an Acting Vice President,” were approved unanimously by all members present.
13.  Working Group Presentations were made as listed in the Agenda (see Presentation).  Refer to reports for details of each presentation.

- ASA (Atmospheric Spectroscopy Applications)  

Bob Cahalan (for L. Rothman)
- 3DRT (Three-dimensional Radiative Transfer)    

Jean-Luc Widlowski



3DRT will submit recommendations.

- CIRC (Continuous Intercomparison of Radiation Codes) 
Eli Mlawer
   



CIRC will discuss with ITWG the quality of radiation models used in climate modeling.

- ITWG (International TOVS Working Group) 

Allen Larar 



ITWG needs to prioritize its recommendations.

- LASR (Longterm Analysis of Surface Radiation budget)
Terry Nakajima




- BSRN (Baseline Surface Radiation Network)

Bruce McArthur



Some sites are in serious jeopardy – Africa for example.  Concerning shortwave surface measurements - maybe BSRN and LASR could get together. Possible interaction with other data collection networks was received favorably.

- GRP (GEWEX Radiation Panel) 



BJ Sohn



- GEB (Global Energy Balance – proposed)


Martin Wild




A new Working Group on Global Energy Balance (GEB) was approved with the provisos that the Co-Chairs of GEB form an Executive Committee be formed and consult with GRP.

14. Meeting was adjourned at approximately 10:30 p.m.
