Minutes of the Business Meetings of the International Radiation Commission

11 and 17 July 2001

Innsbruck, Austria

11 July 2001

   1. Opening, Review of Agenda and Minutes from Previous Meeting 

Meeting called to order at approximately 1800 hrs by Dr. Herbert Fischer, IRC President. Dr. Fischer reviewed the agenda for the meeting and the minutes from the previous meeting. Noting that the change in the administration caused a delay in posting of the 2000 meeting on the IRC web page, Dr. Fischer urged the participants to review the minutes of the 2000 meeting, now available on web page, to determine if additions or corrections are necessary.

    * Results of the election of new IRC members 

Dr. Nakajima, the IRC Vice-president, reported on the recent election of IRC members for the 2000-2004 term. Briefly, 27 candidates were nominated by IRC members. Of these, three declined (Michael Kelvin, Keith Shine, Tom Charlock). Of the remaining nominees from 19 countries, the IRC membership selected 18 new members. Overall, the IRC voting membership is currently composed of 44 regular members and 3 non-IRC member working group chairs. An additional member from the UK has yet to be identified. The membership includes a new country member, B. J. Sohn from Korea. In discussing the elections, Dr. Nakajima reminded the membership that elected members are restricted to two consecutive terms on the IRC.

    * Financial Report 

Dr. Ellingson, IRC Secretary, reported that the IRC has approximately $15,000 in a non-interest bearing account for a non-profit entity, currently under the control of the past IRC President, Dr. Smith. The funds will be moved to a new account under the control of the current IRC secretary shortly.

    * Reports of Working Group Chairs and Rapporteurs

         1. Established Working Groups 

The President called on chairs of IRC working groups to report on the group activities during the previous year. Verbal summaries were given for TOVS (Dr. Uspensky), ICRCCM (Dr. Ellingson), and RSMA (Dr. Tomofeyev

Reports received from the various working groups are available on the IRC homepage (http://www.irc-iamas.org)

    * Rapporteurs 

IRC President Fischer called for reports from IRC rapporteurs. Written reports were received from ISCCP (Raschke), UVB (Simon), and BSRN (Ohmura) and are available from the IRC homepage. Dr. Koepke added additional comments not included in the UVB written report, namely that UV forecasts require O3 and cloud forecasts. In particular cloud forecasts must be done at very high temporal resolution - the order of minutes at a given hour. Dr. Joseph pointed out that forecasts of desert dusts are also required for accurate UV forecasts.

Dr. Ohmura verbally summarised the activities of the BSRN (see their web site at http://bsrn.ethz.ch/). Particularly noteworthy were his comments concerning the need for spectral measurements, particularly in the UV, and that it is now possible to have a radiometric standard for IR flux. In the ensuing discussion, Dr. Bolle noted the pressing need for aerosol data, particularly aerosol optical depth, at all sites.

    * Planned Working Groups 

Discussion of proposals for new IRC working groups focussed on the Intercomparison of 3-D Radiation Codes (I3RC) and the Height Assignment of Semi-transparent Clouds. Time was alloted for a Validation working group as proposed by Nikita Pougatchev, but no representative was present.

Dr. Robert Cahalan summarized progress of the I3RC (see http://climate.gsfc.nasa.gov/I3RC/) as part of the report from ICRCCM. Dr. Cahalan proposed that I3RC be adopted a separate IRC working group, primarily because 3-D effects are now more obvious in remote sensing and dynamics. There was general IRC consensus that such an IRC working group should be established. Dr. Cahalan was instructed to expand his proposal to include the goals and terms of reference of I3RC and submit it to the IRC leadership in advance of the next IRC meeting. Action on the proposal is tabled pending receipt of a more detailed proposal.

Dr. Roger Davies summarized the proposed Height Assignment of Semi-transparent Clouds working group in behalf of Johannes Schmetz and Paul Menzel (see the attached report). There appeared to be general agreement that this would be a fruitful activity, but the proposal needs additional information, particularly goals and procedures for the next four years. Dr. Davies was encouraged to prepare a more specific proposal following IRC guidelines.

    * Invitations for IRS 2004 

There was a general discussion of the requirements for IRS 2004, and it was left to the IRC leadership to prepare and distribute a list of requirements that must be met for IRS 2004. Portions of the discussion were on the need for geographic equal opportunity - the desire to move to different parts of the globe in a quasi-systematic fashion to ensure the opportunity for all interested scientists to participate in the proceedings during their career lifetimes.

Two tentative IRS proposals were made - Seoul, Korea by B. J. Sohn, and Salt Lake City, Utah USA in conjunction with the University of Utah and the ARM program by Thomas Ackerman. The IRC requested these and other interested groups to develop their proposals according to guidelines noted above and send them to the IRC by March 2002 in order for them to be considered at the 2002 IRC business meeting.

    * Proposals for IUGG Symposia 

Two proposals for IRC-sponsored symposia for the 2003 IUGG were discussed, namely:

Cloud-Aerosol-Radiation Processes in the Climate System, and

Variation of the Solar Spectrum and Its Impact on Climate

Proposals submitted to IAMAS leadership are attached.

    * New Science Programs 

Dr. Joachim Joseph gave a short presentation on the The Mediterranean Israeli Dust Experiment — MEIDEX. A text version of that report is attached.

    * New Business 

Dr. Bolle requested that the IRC send greetings from the meeting to honorary IRC members as well as birthday greetings to Dr. Fioco on the occasion of his 70th birthday in september 2001.

    * Date and Place of Next Meeting 

The group discussed possibilities for the 2002 IRC business meeting. The best possibilities are at the AMS conference on Atmospheric Radiation during June in Ogden, UT USA or the COSPAR meeting during October in Houston, TX USA. The IRC membership will be polled to determine a preference.

The meeting adjourned at 2240.

17 July 2001

Dr. Fischer called the meeting to order at approximately 1800 hrs, following which he summarized the proceedings of the 11 July 2001 IRC meeting. He again called for reports according to the agenda items listed above, and hearing none, proceeded to a call for new business.

The proposals for the 2002 IRS, discussed above, were again summarized. A question was raised as to how voting will be done to choose the site of the next IRS. Dr. Fischer noted that the mechanism would be decided at the next IRC meeting.

An inquiry concerning the status of the history of the IRC was made, and it is stated that the material written by Dr. London is believed to have been forwarded to Bill Smith. Dr. Nakajima noted that he would like pictures of current and past IRC members for the IRC history and for the IRC web site.

Dr. Fischer summarized the IUGG proposals noted in the minutes of the 11 July meeting and reminded the group that other symposia were possible if conveners and proposals were identified.

Plans for the next IRC business meeting were again discussed, and it was decided that the IRC leadership would poll the membership regarding the site and format of the next meeting.

The meeting adjourned at approximately 1900 hrs.

