Minutes

IRC Business Meeting

25 August 2004

Pusan, Korea

IRC President Fischer called the Meeting to order at 1830 hours with the following people in attendance: Thomas Ackerman, Stephan Bakan, Robert Cahalan, H.B. Chen, Natalia Chubarova, Tony Clough, W. Collins, Robert G. Ellingson, Herbert Fischer, Tadahiro Hayasaka, Y. Kawata, Michael King, R. Knuteson, Peter Koepke, Vladimir Kostsov, Michel Legrand, J. Vanderlei Martins, Bernhard Mayer, G. McFarquhar, Teruyuki Nakajima, Atsumu Ohmura, Oleg Polyakov, V. Ramaswamy, R. Scheirer, Joerg Schulz, Camine Serio, Eric A. Smith, William L. Smith, B.J. Sohn, Knut Stamnes and Bruce Wielicki

Minutes of the 2003 meeting were accepted as distributed.

Financial reports (Fischer)

The IRC funds were transferred from past IRC President Smith to Fischer, and the funds, totaling approximately $19,000 are being cared for by Prof. Fischer's organization. There were no expenditures since the last meeting.

Dr. B.J. Sohn, the Chair of the Local IRS Organizing Committee summarized the IRS budget. At first glance, it appeared as if the IRS budget would have about a $10K budget shortfall. However, expected contributions from European and U.S. agencies for generating the proceedings erase this paper deficit.

Working Groups Reports (Fischer)


The following working groups presented reports:


TOVS - Bill Smith for new chairs, Thomas Achtor and Roger Saunders


ICRCCM - Bob Ellingson


3D radiation - Robert Cahalan


RSMA - V.S. Kostsov reported for Yuri Timofeyev (chairman)

The complete reports from these working groups will be posted on the IRC web site.

Reports from the following working groups were not received:


ICLAS: Bob Menzies


ASA: Larry Rothman

Rapporteurs (Fischer)

The following reports were presented:


UV-B - Paul Simon (he has delivered only a written report)


BSRN -Atsumi Ohmura


Clouds and Radiation - Tom Ackerman

The complete reports from the rapporteurs will be posted on the IRC web site.

Proposals for new Working Groups (Fischer)

Dr. Hayasaka presented a proposal for "long-term analysis of surface SW radiation budget (LASR)." After a short discussion it was recommended that Dr. Hayasaka follow IRC guidelines posted on the IRC website to develop an extended proposal for the working group for consideration at the 2005 IRC business meeting.

New radiation studies and science programmes (IRC members)

Total irradiance: Atsumi Ohmura recommended that we need a new working group or a rapporteur in this area.

UV climatology: Peter Koepke reported the following:


A new COST activity has been started in March 2004 - Action 726 a - Long term changes and climatology of UV radiation over Europe. The aim of the action is to determine a UV radiation climatology and to assess UV changes over Europe in the past, also for time and regions where UV measurements are not available. This will be done by radiation transfer models that use available proxy atmospheric data as input parameters and by statistical models, using ancillary data. The results will be analyzed with respect to different biological UV effects. Chairman: Zenobia.Lytinska@imgw.pl

IRC Awards (Fischer)

Herbert Fischer reported on the procedures followed to select the recipients of the IRC awards. The committee consists of two established scientists, two former presidents, and the IRC officers. The 2004 award committee selected Richard Goody and T. Takemura for the IRC Gold medal and Young Scientist award, respectively.

IRC Logo (Nakajima)

Terry Nakajima discussed the IRC desire to have a permanent logo. Although the IRC used a design for the IRC awards, it is believed that we should have an open selection of a permanent IRC logo. After much discussion, there was general agreement that we should have an IRC logo competition with the logo selected from among submissions from IRC members. All IRC members are requested to send their ideas to Terry Nakajima before 30 November 2004.

IRS Proceedings (Ellingson)

Bob Ellingson summarized progress with Deepak Publishing concerning the publication and distribution of the proceedings of the 2004 IRS. The costs associated with the proceedings is the number of pages and its distribution by mail. After considerable discussion, it was generally agreed that we would attempt to have a book that contained only papers that were actually presented at IRS. If within allowable costs, we will also attempt to have a CD insert included with the book.

IAMAS Business (Fischer)

Herbert Fischer reported the following organization for symposia at IAMAS2005:


A1. Aerosols, Radiation and Clouds



Conveners: G.A. Isaac, N. McFarlane, and U. Lohmann



Proposed additional convener: - J. Vanderlei Martins


A6. Advanced remote sensing of trace constituents in the atmosphere.



Conveners: J.R. Drummond, P. Wang


H2. Solar Activity and its influence on the earth's weather and climate



Conveners: H. Weng, W. Schmutz



Proposals for additional conveners A1 and A6 are requested as soon as possible,



preferably before 1 October 2004.

International Polar Year - We need IRC nominees for this activity. Bob Cahalan promised to send a couple of names to Herbert Fischer. Others are welcome to do so as well.

IPCC reviewers - Herbert Fischer requested volunteers to serve as reviewers for IPCC reports. Please contact him if you are interested in participating in this important activity.

IUGG (2007) Perugia - We need suggestions for IRC sponsored symposia at this event. Please send your proposals to Terry Nakajima.

Future IRS Meetings (Nakajima)

The IRC holds a business meeting every year. In the past these have been at the IRS, IAMAS, COSPAR and IUGG. However, the attendance of IRC members at the COSPAR 2002 meeting was very small. Thus, the IRC officers wish to choose another venue to replace COSPAR as an IRC meeting site. Please send suggestions for possible 2006 sites to Terry Nakajima or Bob Ellingson before the next IRC meeting, currently scheduled for IAMAS in Bejing in 2005.

As concerns decision timing for selection of the IRS, one year before the symposium is too late. Following discussion of the overall process, it was agreed that we would make the final decision two years before the event. With this in mind, letters of intent for the 2008 IRS should be presented to the IRC in 2005 by potential organizers. Following discussions within the IRC, the IRC will select one or more proposals from those submitted and complete proposals, including financial commitments, will be required by the IRC meeting in 2006 at which time a final selection will be made.

Membership (Nakajima)

Terry Nakajima discussed IRC membership and the rules that are posted on the IRC website. We are accepting nominations for new IRC members and will conduct an election by the end of the year according to IRC rules.

Adjourned - the meeting adjourned at 2130.

