IRC Report to IAMAS, Montreal 2009

By IRC President Robert Cahalan (USA)

In regular elections held during December 2008, IRC elected 19 new members, listed below.  In addition, at the IRC business meeting on 7/24/2009, IRC elected 1 additional member each for China and Russia, also listed below.  

New officers were also elected in December 2008, as follows:  Robert Cahalan (USA), President; Werner Schmutz (Switzerland), Vice President; and B.J. Sohn (Republic of Korea), Secretary.  Previous IRC President Teruyuki Nakajima (Japan), handed the reins to the new officers on 12/29/2008, and Professor Nakajima continues to serve as an Honorary IRC member.  Draft Procedural Rules of election for both members and officers were posted to the IRC website, discussed at the 2009 IRC business meeting, amended for clarification, and unanimously approved as amended.
Early in 2009 the officers introduced a new IRC website (www.irc-iamas.org) developed in open source php code by webmaster Paul Przyborski of USA.  The new site allows members to login and update their personal and working group information, as well as add items of news and events to share with the community.

IRC sponsored 4 sessions at IAMAS MOCA-09 meeting, and has issued a call for sessions at IUGG 2011 (Melbourne).

Financial Report:  Account balance is US$27K, of which US$10K was raised by IRS2008, held in Iguaçu, Brazil.  IRC requests continued support from IAMAS, as this will be needed to continue to widen participation.
IAMAS International Radiation Symposium 2008 (IRS2008) was held in Foz do Iguaçu, Brazil, during 3-8 August, and papers from the conference appear in a book “Current Problems in Atmospheric Radiation,” an AIP Conference Proceedings publication of 2009, with accompanying CD. IRS2008 had 306 participants and accompanying persons. Of the total, 34 were students. The symposium was the first IRS held in the Southern Hemisphere in the long history of IRC (History of IRC 1896-2008 by H.-J. Bolle is available for download at:  http://irc-iamas.org/resources/.) The symposium had good presentations and active discussion on optical spectroscopy, scattering phenomena, radiative transfer, remote sensing, energy budget, application to numerical weather prediction and climate modeling, aerosol-cloud-radiation interactions. The success of IRS2008 has brought significant interaction between scientists and stimulation for students.  Dr. Graeme Stephens, Dr. David Tobin and Dr. Ilan Koren received the Gold Medal and Young Scientists Awards, respectively.

IRC is now soliciting bids for the next symposium, to be held in 2012, IRS2012.


    The IRC business meeting at MOCA09 received reports from 7 active Working Groups, and a proposal for a new working group, and all reports will be posted to the website http://irc-iamas.org .  The working groups are:


– ASA and HiTran, to be combined under chair  L. Rothman



- 3DRT co chairs J.-L. Widlowski (Italy), A. Marshak (USA)




- CIRC
   co chair Eli Mlawer  (USA), L. Oreopolous (USA)




- ITWG   co chairs S. English (UK) and A. Huang (USA)



- LASR chair T. Hayasaka (Japan)




- BSRN Co chair Bruce McArthur (Canada) and Koenig (FRG) 




- GRP
  Rapporteur B.J. Sohn (for chair C. Kummerow)



- Proposal for New Global Energy Balance WG to be co chaired by M. Wild (Switzerland) and N. Loeb (USA)
The next IRC Business Meeting will be held in summer 2010, at a site being voted on.
New IRC members for term 2008-2012: 

Dubovik, Oleg (Belarus)
Yamasoe, Marcia (Brazil)
Lu, Daren (China)
Liu, Gin-Rong (China-Taipei)
Stubenrauch, Claudia (France)
Goloub, Philippe (France)
Macke, Andreas (Germany)
Orphal, Johannes (Germany)
Fischer, Juergen (Germany)
Masiello, Guido (Italy)
Aoki, Teruo (Japan)
Ogunjobi, Kehinde O. (Nigeria)
Kostsov, Vladimir (Russia)
Cachorro, Victoria (Spain)
Groebner, Julian (Switzerland)
Haywood, Jim (UK)
Stephens, Graeme (USA)
Pilewskie, Peter (USA)
Heidinger, Andrew (USA)

The two new members elected at the IRC business meeting held at MOCA-09 were:  Zhang Hua (China) and Alexei Rublev (Russia).  Full contact information for these new members, and all members, is available at http://irc-iamas.org/organization/ .
