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PLEASE USE MY NEW ADRESS from July 1, 2001!!!

Dear colleagues,

the ISCCP is in good shape besides of the obligatory financial problems which allow for no long-term planning. The entire project and its status are described on http://isccp.giss.nasa.gov . This website is permanently updated.

In brief ISCCP has produced now from satellite and correlative data world-wide information and cloud field properties and other interesting climate characteristics. This data set is uniquely arranged and covers the period from July 1983 to December 1995 (or 1997 for some quantities) for some quantities. Careful re-calibrations of satellite sensors have been performed to obtain a unique set of spectral radiance data from polar orbiting and geo-stationary meteorological satellites. This data set could also be used in a re-analysis of other data or for assimilation into models.

I personally have the impression that ISCCP is the most successful project of the WCRP, and it has been stimulated by the IRC. Despite of upcoming new sensors, this time serious should be continued until another (second generation) one with the now more complete spectral information, is established.

EarthCARE and CLOUDSAT data from active sensors may form a base for a third generation cloud retrieval program, where in particular the vertical distribution and location of clouds is directly measured. These sensors provide also information on the mutual overlap of multiple cloud layers, which needs to be known for better modeling of radiative transfer and precipitation.

I would promote a session during IUGG/IRS 2003 on

"ISCCP and other cloud projects and their relation to climate modeling and analysis"

to enhance more use of such data.

