IRC Annual Business Meeting
Bremen, Germany, 22 July 2010, Messe Bremen, Room Oslo, 7:00 p.m.
Actions from the Business Meeting: 

CIRC  
(1)  Chair(s) should draft a letter of “endorsement” to be submitted  through the IRC, which could be attached to a proposal for funding.  

(2)  Chair(s) should draft a letter to IPCC to be submitted through the IRC suggesting that IPCC use the newer, better radiation codes.

ITWG 
(1)  Highlight the WG’s top three priority recommendations, and (2) identify which recommendations have been newly introduced.

UV 
(1)  Publish objectives as terms of reference.  


(2)
 Solicit IRC member vote for acceptance of UV as Working Group.

(3)  Consider forming an executive committee. 

(4)  Chair(s) should draft a letter of “endorsement” and forward to the IRC Officers to review in support of the project the WG is proposing.

ARTM 
(1) Provide draft terms of reference and a definite proposal for the IRC to consider. 

(2)  Consider forming an executive committee. 

ASA
(1)  Contact Larry Rothman and request minutes of ASA/Hitran Meeting for posting in the Working Groups section of the Web site.

Meeting Summary:

Twenty-one participants attended the meeting. IRC members remembered distinguished scientists who passed away recently. The IRC President reviewed the IRC’s recent financial activity and account balances, showed several redesigned Web site pages, highlighted recent atmospheric science meetings, and noted two upcoming meetings.  IRS 2012 proposals were presented by each of the proposing teams (Germany and Spain) followed by a Q&A period.  After discussion, the proposals were voted on.  Members from proposing countries were recused from voting.  The Berlin proposal was accepted by a vote of 7-3.  

Two members proposed to upgrade the UV Rapporteur to a Working Group which will be put to the membership for a vote of approval.  Reports from 3 working groups were presented:  3DRT, CIRC and ITWG. Stefan Kinne accepted an invitation to be the new Rapporteur for Clouds and Radiation.  The UV leaders presented a report and also proposed to change status from Rapporteur to Working Group.  A presentation of a potential new WG on advanced radiative transfer  with a specific polarization focus was made and discussed. The next IRC Business Meeting will be at IUGG 2011 in Melbourne, Australia.

Detailed Meeting Minutes  

1.
Welcome from Robert Cahalan, IRC President

Welcome from Hans Volkert, Secretary General of IAMAS 

· showed the IUGG 2011 (Melbourne) Web site, Scientific program

-
3 overarching Union symposia, and IAMAS symposia

Posters in afternoon, no talks during posters. Fewer but longer symposia.

-
Highlighted that there will be a new process by which changes/additions to symposia descriptions can be made online.  To do so, go to the IUGG 2011 Web site.

-  
IAMAS 2013 will be held with IACS in Davos, Switzerland on 7-13 July 2013.
- 
Hans thanked the commission for its work.
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(LASP, U. Colorado/USA)

Mario Blumthaler V


(Biomedical Physics Innsbruck, AUT)

Julian Groebner V


(PMOD/WRC, SUI)
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2.
Agenda Update and Approval

3.
(  The IRC President showed a slide In Remembrance of distinguished scientists who had passed away recently – Jack Eddy, Joanne Simpson, Steven Schneider, and Hal Woolf, all from the USA.   

(  Treasurer’s Report
Larger US account is at about $25K.

Smaller Korean account’s balance is about $500 US (472,590 KRW).

IRC received about US $10K income from IRS2008.

IRC spent US $1250 for the publication of a BAMS article -

Radiation and Ozone, Catalysts for Advancing International Atmospheric Science Programs for over Half a Century, by


G. Ohring, R. D. Bojkov, H.–J. Bolle, R. D. Hudson, and H. Volkert

(  The IRC President showed several redesigned pages from the IRC Web site – the Home page and Resources page.

•  Recent Meetings - Several meetings related to IRC research were mentioned:
-  The Eleventh Biennial HITRAN Conference (united with the 10th ASA Conference), 16-18 June 2010, Cambridge, Massachusetts (organized by Larry Rothman and Alain Barbe).  Johannes Orphal was at this meeting and said it was very successful; he mentioned that it dealt with the  issue of “line shape”.
-   AMS Joint 13th Conference on Cloud Physics and 13th Conference on

Atmospheric Radiation, 28 June-2 July 2010, Portland, Oregon.  Sasha  Marshak attended this meeting which also was very successful. A rough estimate of the joint attendance was 300.

•  Several Upcoming Meetings were highlighted:   

· 3rd APRS (Asian Pacific Radiation Symposium), Seoul, 25-28 August 2010.

· SPIE (Optics and Photonics), San Diego, 1-5 August 2010.
· SPIE (Asia Pacific Remote Sensing), Incheon, Korea, 10-15 October 2010.

•  The IRC President presented the Ground Rules for the proposed selection of the IRS 2012 venue:

-
Presentation by each team – team should highlight any changes 

from written submission

-
Discussion with Q’s from anyone present

-
One (1) questioner at a time has the floor


-
One (1) vote per each voting member; voting members from 



the proposing countries are recused from voting

-
Ten (10) total votes or more constitute a quorum

-
No email votes unless there is no quorum at the business meeting

-
Simple majority rules (i.e. Integer part of N/2 + 1, or more)

4.  
IRS 2012 Bid Proposal Presentations

(i)
Berlin

Fischer, Macke and Orphal

The proposal for Berlin was presented.  The unique venue (the Dahlem Cube) and strengths of Berlin were highlighted.  A line-by-line budget was discussed.  Comments and questions were fielded from the floor. The dates of the IRS were proposed as 5 – 12 August 2012.

(ii)
Valladolid
Cachorro-Revilla and Bennouna

The proposal for Valladolid was presented. The unique strengths of Valladolid were highlighted.  A line-by-line budget was discussed.  Comments and questions were fielded from the floor. The dates of the IRS had not yet been proposed.

(iii)
The IRC President read e-mailed comments from 3 past IRC presidents who were not in attendance: Hans Juergen-Bolle, Terry Nakajima and Bill Smith.  There was a consensus that both proposals offered excellent venues. Their comments emphasized as a group the importance of encouraging increased participation from new communities (as indicated by the interest from Spain) and also the need to keep registration fees as low as possible to include wider participation in the IRS.


President emeritus Herbert Fischer commented that the argument to include communities that haven’t been involved before cannot be interpreted as a fixed rule, but merely as one aspect of consideration.

The IRC President pointed out that the IRS 2012 Scientific Program would be organized by the full IRC in consultation with the LOC.

5.  
Vote on the IRS 2012 Venue

Ten members from countries other than Germany or Spain were present to vote.  A verbal vote was taken.   Final tally:  Berlin 7,  Spain 3.

Members of the IRC offered congratulations to the Berlin committee for their success. The presenters from Spain were congratulated for their increased participation as evidenced by their proposal, and encouraged to continue their involvement in the work of the IRC.

6.
Working Group and Rapporteur Presentations

Presentations are available on both the IRC Web site and the IRC Google Mail account.

3DRT -  Sasha Marshak 

New since last report - new collection of images, list of publications.

Recommendations: Collaboration of 3d atmos, 3d vegetation and surface is important.  The importance of standards, particularly for the earth observing agencies, was discussed.

CIRC - Sasha Marshak presented for Lazarus Oreopolous

New phase - phase 1a.  Cases selected by ARM with 4 different measurements-  ARM product.  The importance of CIRC to IPCC, and the need to advocate for CIRC to IPCC were discussed.

Action items suggested:

CIRC could 
-  draft a letter to be submitted  through the IRC, which could be attached to a proposal for funding from NASA.  

-  draft a letter to IPCC to be submitted through the IRC suggesting that IPCC use the newer, better radiation codes.

The IRC President commented that any Working Group requesting advocacy from the IRC should draft a letter to provide to the IRC Officers for consideration.

ITWG - Allen Larar

65 actions and 70 recommendations; key ITSC-17 recommendations;

ITSC-18 is being planned, will be somewhere in Europe.

The IRC requested the WG to (1) highlight the top three priority recommendations, and (2) identify  which recommendations have been newly introduced.

CR   -  Stefan Kinne


Stefan Kinne agreed to serve as rapporteur of Clouds and Radiation.

The importance of using reliable codes that are good enough for obtaining research objectives was discussed.

The IRS president passed along a brief report on initial measurements from Picard which are looking good. Solspec was also mentioned. The importance of continuous monitoring of solar variability from multiple instruments and the need for highly accurate sensor calibrations were discussed.

Recent Reports (2010) for the following groups are posted online:

ASA, GEB and BSRN

7.
Restart/Change in status of UV  -   Julian Groebner and Mario Blumthaler

UV is restarting activities with new leaders, and proposes to change the status of an existing Rapporteur setup to a Working Group.  Two aspects:

Reference extraterrestrial solar spectrum (ETS) with high resolution.

Spectral aerosol optical depth (AOD) retrieval.

Scientific Objectives:


1.  ETS  -  to obtain correct extraterrestrial  spectra and resolve the remaining inconsistencies.

2.  Spectral AOD in the UV  -  currently 2 limitations.

Proposed activities -  IUGG 2011 session; regular IRC UV newsletter.

Proposal for a project - want a letter of expression of support from the IRC which will strengthen project proposal submission.

Issues mentioned by IRC members were the challenges presented by the extreme end of the spectral range, and whether or not new instruments were needed. 

Action Items:  Publish this as terms of reference and post on Web site. Solicit IRC member email vote on accepting the UV’s terms of reference and change in status to WG.  Consider forming an Executive Committee.  Draft a letter and forward to the IRC Officers to review in support of the project the WG is proposing.

Proposed new Working Group - ARTM  Bernhard Mayer and Claudia Emde    

Increasing number of instruments are using polarization, inelastic scattering, and spherical geometry.  They propose to create a WG for polarization analogous to 3DRT.  

Members discussed the proposed group’s focus and breadth.  The IRC approved the concept but suggested the following

Actions:  Draft terms of reference and a definite proposal for the IRC to consider, with special emphasis on polarization.

Consider forming an executive committee. Start with an intercomparison project.

8.
Next IRC Business Meeting at IUGG, 28 Jun-7 Jul, Melbourne

IRC sponsored/co-sponsored sessions at IUGG 2011:

M01 - Solar UV Radiation – Blumthaler, Groebner

M03 - Aerosol-Cloud-Precipitation Radiation Interactions – Feingold, Koren, Stephens

M08 - The Impact of Solar Variability on the Earth – Langematz, Schmutz

M09 - Three-dimensional Radiative Transfer in the Atmosphere – Marshak, Mayer

Detailed information on the sessions can be found at:


http://www.iugg2011.com/program-iamas.asp
9.  Other Business

None.  Meeting adjourned at 10:30 p.m.

