Attachment 9:  

Report from proposed WG for 

Multispectral Methods For Cloud Height Allocation From Satellites

Goals:

1. Understand performance of current (operational) algorithms

2. Formulation of questions/problems

3. Algorithm intercomparison

Implemenation:

For Goal 1:  address topic at next meetings of CGMS, ITSC

For Goal 2: 

first formulation of scientific problems

report to IRC

assess need for and define algorithm intercomparison

For Goal 3:  initiation and conduct of algorithm intercomparison
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The WG is co-chaired by Dr. Paul Menzel from NOAA/NESDIS and Dr. Johannes Schmetz from EUMETSAT.

The WG has a phased approach to the problem:

 * First the matter will be addressed in existing working bodies (CGMS: Coordination Group for Meteorological satellites, and ITSC: International TOVS Science Conference -  both in fall this year).  Resulting actvities will be reported to IRC.

 * Second comes the formulation of specific science problems which leads to a report to IRC.

 * Third phase would be a reach out to the science community to address the scientific problems and to conduct an algorithm intercomparison. Dr. Menzel and Dr.Schmetz are committed to perform the first two steps. Concerning step three we will have to see how things turn out. It will be important to keep specific topics in focus. Paul and myself will start with the operational height allocation methods.

Submitted by Dr. Johannes Schmetz

