IRS 2012, Berlin, Germany
I.  Introduction


We are pleased to propose and host the next IRS at Berlin, Germany, in August of 2012, to be held at the Dahlem Cube, Takustraße 39, 14195 Berlin, Germany. The proposed date of the IRS 2012 is 6. August 2012 to 10. August 2012, just followed by the 16th International Conference on Clouds and Precipitation in near-by Leipzig, Germany, which might be of interest to many IRS participants. 




II.  Motivation/rationale for holding the IRS in Berlin

General local and regional interest


Berlin is an exciting city of contrasts. Forever evolving it can be explored in a countless variety of historical and modern attractions.  Built on sand on around the banks of the river Spree, Berlin has been one of Europe’s most influential economic, cultural and political centers. 

Berlin has also become to be considered by many as the cultural capital of Central and Eastern Europe, excelling in every field but in particular those of dance/electronic music, contemporary art and dance, and classical and orchestral music as well as science. Berlin has three opera houses, over 150 theatres and playhouses, over 170 museums and collections and over 200 private galleries. Berlin also occupies a special place in Europe as an extremely liberal, socially progressive and tolerant city, placed in the heart of the continent, where East meets West. Berlin’s population is 3.4 million and is a vast city, extending over 889 square kilometers, with a very nice green environment in summer.
Scientific expertise, labs, academic institutions, connection with radiation science and interests

Berlin has been host many leading research institutes in Germany for more than 150 years, three universities, the Technical Universität, the Humboldt Universität , the Freie Univerität Berlin, as well as the most important German scientific and political organizations have their headquarters here. 

The Dahlem area is famous for science, especially for natural sciences. The Kaiser-Wilhelm society, founded in 1911, operated several prestigious institutes in Dahlem, such as the KWI for Chemistry, KWI for Physical Chemistry and Electrochemistry, as well as KWI for Physics. 

III.  Conference environment
Location and geographic setting


Berlin is located in eastern Germany, about 70 kilometers (43 mi) west of the border with Poland in an area with marshy terrain. The Berlin–Warsaw Urstromtal (ice age melt water flow), between the low Barnim plateau to the north and the Teltow plateau to the south, was formed by water flowing from melting ice sheets at the end of the last ice age. The Spree follows this valley now. 

In Spandau, Berlin's westernmost borough, the Spree meets the river Havel, which flows from north to south through western Berlin. The course of the Havel is more like a chain of lakes, the largest being the Tegeler See and Großer Wannsee. A series of lakes also feeds into the upper Spree, which flows through the Großer Müggelsee in eastern Berlin.  The highest elevations in Berlin are the Teufelsberg and the Müggelberge. Both hills have an elevation of about 115 metres (377 ft). 

Transportation to city (Getting There)

Berlin has developed a highly complex transportation infrastructure providing very diverse modes of urban mobility.
By plane:  International airports Berlin-Tegel 13 km and Berlin-Brandenburg-International (Schönefeld) 24 km.  Berlin has two commercial airports. Tegel International Airport (TXL), the busier, and Schönefeld International Airport (SXF) handled more than 21 million passengers combined in 2009. Together they serve 166 destinations (123 European) in 50 countries (summer 2010).  Tegel lies within the city limits and is the European hub of Air Berlin. Whereas Schönefeld handles mainly low-cost-aviation and is situated just outside Berlin's south-eastern border in the state of Brandenburg.  Berlin's airport authority aims to transfer all of Berlin's air traffic in November 2011 to a newly built airport at Schönefeld, to be renamed Berlin-Brandenburg International Airport.

By train:  Berlin main station (ICE, IC-, RE- and RB-Station), then U3 to station “Dahlem-Dorf”.  Long-distance rail lines connect Berlin with all of the major cities of Germany and with many cities in neighboring European countries. Regional rail lines provide access to the surrounding regions of Brandenburg and to the Baltic Sea. The Berlin Hauptbahnhof is the largest crossing station in Europe. Deutsche Bahn runs trains to regional destinations like Nuremberg, Hamburg, Freiburg and more. It also runs the Airport express, as well as trains to international destinations like Moscow, Vienna, and Salzburg.

By car:  From the North: A 115 southward, AS 2 Hüttenweg direction city, turn left into Clayallee, right into Königin-Luise-Str., right into Takustraße / Lansstraße. 
From the West: A2 / A 10 / A 115 direction Potsdam/Berlin / AS 4 Zehlendorf / B1 Potsdamer Chaussee / turn left Clayallee / right Königin-Luise-Str. / right into Takustraße / Lansstraße.
From the South: via A 103 / AS 5 Schlossstraße to the B1, Unter den Eichen, turn right into Fabeckstraße then Lansstraße.
From the East: via A 12 / A 10 / A 113 direction airport BBI (Schönefeld) / A 100 / A 103 / AS 5 Wolfensteindamm, turn right into Schlossstraße direction Dahlem / left into Grunewaldstraße / Königin-Luise-Straße / Lansstraße.
Transportation within city (Getting About)

Berlin has an integrated transport system of U-Bahn (underground), buses, trams, S-Bahn (light rail) and ferries, which you can use to get almost anywhere in the city, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.
Venue description and capacity  “THE DAHLEM CUBE”
The conference center in shape of a glass cube with its 2600 sqm of conference space is a masterpiece of modern architecture by Helmut Jahn, Chicago. It encloses

• congress hall “Domus Variabilis” (up to 700 seats), divisible into 5 units 

• 13 seminar-, meeting- and conference facilities, well-lit by daylight with dimming facilities 

• 2 boardrooms 

• business center 

• latest AV-technology, first-class conference equipment

• protected data-access, wireless internet facilities 

• exhibition-space (up to 1000 sqm) 

• catering
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The costs for the conference centre are 46€ per person and day. This covers all rooms, two coffee breaks and a lunch buffet. A detailed price list is attached.

Local sites of interest, universities, museums, attractions, parks etc.

Berlin has an amazing number of sights, although it is not as centralized or small as other European cities. Some of the many sights to see are: Alexanderplatz, Babelplatz, Berliner Dom, Berliner Rathaus, Botanical Garden, Brandenburg Gate, the East Side Gallerie, Fernsehturm, Funkturm, Gendarmenmarkt, Olympic Stadium, the Reichstag, Schloss Charlottenburg, St. Marien-Kirche, Treptower Park, Berlin Zoo, the Zitadelle, Tiergarten, St. Hedwigs Cathedral, Schloss Bellevue, and the Haus del Kulturen der Welt.

Berlin-Dahlem - Exciting surroundings with charm and an identity of its own -

Situated in the southwest of Berlin, between Steglitz and the Grunewald, Dahlem is one of the most beautiful and desirable districts of the capital. The attractive shopping center “Schloss-straße” is just a short walk away. World-famous museums are nearby, for example the Museum of Asian Art, the Ethnological Museum, the Museum of European Cultures, the Domae ne Dahlem, the Brücke Museum or the Allied Museum of Berlin.   The Botanical Gardens of Berlin 

with the Botanical Museum or the Philologische Bibliothek of the Freie Universität Berlin by architect Lord Norman Foster are landmarks not to be missed.
Museum Island, Berlin - Berlin's world-famous Museumsinsel (Museum Island) is wedged between the River Spree and Kupfergraben. The buildings on the island house the archaeological collections and art collected in the 19th century. The Altes Museum, built in 1830 and designed by Karl Friedrich Schinkel, was the first building on the Museum Island and the first public museum in the Prussian state. It was followed by the Neues Museum (1859), the Alte Nationalgalerie (Old National Gallery, 1876), the Bode Museum (1904) and the Pergamonmuseum (1930).

Potsdam - Potsdam castles and gardens are part of UNESCO’s world cultural heritage. This includes a number of castles, Sanssouci, Neue Palais and Cecilienhof. 

Universities - The Berlin-Brandenburg capital region is one of the most prolific centers of higher education and research in the European Union. The city has four universities and numerous private, professional and technical colleges (Fachhochschulen), offering students a wide range of disciplines. Around 130,000 students attend the universities and professional or technical colleges. The three largest universities account for around 100,000 students. These are the Humboldt Universität zu Berlin with 35,000 students, the Freie Universität Berlin (Free University of Berlin) with around 35,000 students, and the Technische Universität Berlin with 30,000 students. The Universität der Künste has about 4,300 students.
General climate and weather

The IRS has been held traditionally in the summer period. Berlin is famed for its long, sunny summers (June to late August) so this is the best time for a Berlin holiday, when outdoor cafes in the parks and gardens come alive with events. August is a convenient period of visiting Berlin with mean max temperature of 23°C and a mean min temperature of 12°C.

Visa requirements

For a table of countries whose citizens require/do not require visas to enter Germany, go to http://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/diplo/en/WillkommeninD/EinreiseUndAufenthalt/StaatenlisteVisumpflicht.html
Application forms for a Schengen Visa can be downloaded at the above Web site also.

ANNEX/APPENDIX A

Local Organizing Committee:

Jürgen Fischer (local host) 

Institute for Space Science, ‘Freie Universität Berlin’ 

Andreas Macke (conference organization)

Leibniz-Institute for Tropospheric Research, Leipzig

Johannes Orphal (conference organization)

Institute of Meteorology and Climate Research, Karlsruhe
For external support of the Symposium the Copernicus Society is well established to run large conferences.

ANNEX/APPENDIX B

Preliminary Budget

	ESTIMATED INCOME
	EURO (1€  = US$ 1.20)
	US $

	1.  REGISTRATION
	
	

	Members (400 x $300 US)
	100,000
	120,000

	Others (100 x $75 US)
	6250
	7500

	
	
	

	Sub Total 
	106,250
	127,500

	
	
	

	2.  SPONSORS
	
	

	Helmholtz HGF (Federal)
	30,000
	36,000

	Research Ministry (Federal)
	10,000
	12,000

	DLR (Federal)
	10,000
	12,000

	ESA (Europe)
	10,000
	12,000

	EUMETSAT (Europe)
	10,000
	12,000

	
	
	

	Sub Total
	70,000
	84,000

	
	
	

	3.  EXHIBITION
	30,000
	36,000

	
	
	

	TOTAL
	206,250
	247,500


	ESTIMATED EXPENSES
	EURO
	US$

	Conference organization (Copernicus)
	25,000
	30,000

	Travel support
	9000
	10,800

	Publishing
	4000
	4800

	Exhibition
	5000
	6000

	Opening reception and banquet (for 500)
	20,000
	24,000

	Personal expenses
	
	

	Conference amphitheatre, rooms, hall
	135,000
	162,000

	Conference personnel, video, info. desk & breaks
	
	

	Posters, mail & Web site
	
	

	IRC Awards
	4000
	4800

	IRC Business Meeting incl. dinner
	4000
	4800

	Overhead
	
	

	
	
	

	TOTAL
	206,000
	247,200


 Letters of commitment from sponsors: (to be provided later)

ANNEX/APPENDIX C

ACCOMMODATION 

There are a few hotels in the vicinity of the conference centre and a huge range of hotels which are easily reached by public transportation. The two hotels which are close by are shortly described.

Seminaris CampusHotel

The Hotel of the conference centre represents a modern life style and aims to suit the demands of visitors to conferences, business meetings and cultural programs in Berlin and surroundings.

It has 186 first-class-rooms (king-size, twins, suites, 372 beds). Each of the rooms is air-conditioned, fitted with bath or shower/WC, TV, minibar, large desk, safe, phone, high-speed internet. Non-smoking-rooms, rooms suitable for disabled and allergy-prone guests are available.

Suites with separate living-/sleeping- quarters, kitchenette, two flat-screen TV, sound-system.

140 underground parking spaces.

Best Western Premier Hotel Steglitz International

The Best Western Premier Hotel Steglitz International is one of the most desirably located hotels in Berlin. The Best Western Premier Hotel Steglitz International has 200 rooms and 380 beds. It belongs to the group of first-class hotels, which are situated in Berlin. The location of the hotel is a good starting point for touring Berlin. A 15 minute drive takes you to the Berlin fairgrounds and the renowned Kurfürstendamm and in 15 minutes you reach the historical heart of Berlin - Berlin-Mitte. The subway station (U-Bahn) and a city railroad station (S-Bahn) are directly in front of the hotel.

GASTRONOMY

There are several restaurants in the vicinity of the Conference Centre. A short description is given for the 3 larger ones.

The Restaurant Papillon (160 seats), the “Faculty Club” Bar & Lounge (50 seats), and Terrace (60 seats) are located in the courtyard of the Conference Centre and CampusHotel.

The Restaurant and Biergarten Luise is located within a 3 minutes walk from the Conference Centre. There are a variety of meals and drinks. It hosts up to 700 guests and is open from 10am to 01am. 

The Restaurant and Biergarten Alter Krug is located within a 5 minutes walk from the Conference Centre. There are a variety of meals and drinks. It hosts up to 300 guests and is open from 10am to 10pm. 

Evening Dinner

[image: image6..pict]There are several larger lakes in the Berlin area. We propose for the traditional evening dinner of IRC a boat trip. There are ships available for up to 350 persons. 

There are a number of different locations which also can be selected, if this proposal does not fit.
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